
E D I T O R S ’ N O T E

This special issue, “Writing To and From the Revolution,” is the prod-
uct of a two-year collaboration with the William and Mary Quarterly
aimed at reconsidering the ways in which the American Revolution
served as a watershed separating the colonial and national periods and,
by extension, much of the scholarship in the WMQ from that in the JER.
We began with a series of questions: How and why does it matter that
many of us still write to or from the Revolution? Are there better ways
to conceptualize change and continuity? How has writing to or from the
Revolution shaped the ways in which we have written about the Revolu-
tion itself ? Taken together, the essays collected in the two journals help
us to see the American Revolution in new ways while pushing us to think
about the implications of writing to or from the Revolution. The special
issue’s introduction and conclusion, written by Alan S. Taylor and
Serena Zabin, respectively, are published in the WMQ and the JER, but
the journals contain different rosters of articles. This structure enables
us to provide readers with more content and a wider range of perspec-
tives. But we hope that it also encourages scholars rooted on one side of
Revolution or the other to read across both journals.

“Writing To and From the Revolution” would not have been possible
without the generous support of multiple institutions and individuals.
We are deeply grateful for the financial support provided by the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture; the Insti-
tute for the American Constitutional Heritage and the Department of
History at the University of Oklahoma; and the Society for Historians of
the Early American Republic. We are especially indebted to Douglas
Bradburn, Founding Director of the Fred W. Smith National Library for
the Study of George Washington at Mount Vernon, whose generosity
made possible a two-day manuscript workshop, which he and his excel-
lent staff hosted in the library. Workshop participants included—in addi-
tion to the authors published in the joint issue—Bradburn, Frank
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The joint
issue’s introduction and conclusion, written by Alan Taylor and Serena
R. Zabin, respectively, are published in the WMQ and the JER, but
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Cogliano, Edward Gray, Patrick Griffin, Barbara Krauthamer, and Mark
Peterson. We are grateful to them for the energy and expertise that they
brought to the conversation.

Catherine E. Kelly
Editor, Journal of the Early Republic

Joshua Piker
Editor, William and Mary Quarterly
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Articles in the William and Mary Quarterly issue of 
“Writing To and From the Revolution”:

Revolution in the Quarterly? 

A Historiographical Analysis 

Michael a. McDonnell anD DaviD WalDstreicher

Atlantic Cultures and the Age of Revolution

nathan Perl-rosenthal

Writing Women’s History Through the Revolution: 

Family Finances, Letter Writing, and 

Conceptions of Marriage 

sara t. DaMiano

Independence and Interdependence: 

The American Revolution and the Problem of 

Postcolonial Nationhood, circa 1802

eliga goulD

A free digital version of this content is 
available via the OI Reader, which can be 

downloaded at no charge from Google Play and iTunes. 

Hartigan-O’Connor, GENDER’S VALUE AND CAPITALISM • 617

Twenty-five years ago, Laurel Thatcher Ulrich suggested that we
understand early North American economies as straightforwardly gen-
dered. In early republic Maine, she posited, there were three economies:
a men’s economy, a women’s economy, and a third place where the two
intersected. She used the metaphor of a checked cloth to illustrate how
to think about separation and intersection in men’s and women’s work-
ing lives. The two were distinct, but they blended at times, and because
society and economy were one, they were interdependent. In the years
since Ulrich’s influential study, new scholarship about the broader world
of trade and money suggests that Ulrich’s metaphor of woven cloth does
not apply to many kinds of economic activity in early North America.
Nevertheless, her idea of clearly demarcated, gendered economies pre-
sided over by men as a group and women as a group persists and influ-
ences current interpretations.6

Historians of capitalism do not yet have a new conceptual framework
for understanding how the activities of men and women, or ideas about
masculinity and femininity, created the economy of the nineteenth cen-
tury. In what follows, I explicate the long history of how intersecting
ideas about gender and value shaped the emergence of capitalism during
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. By highlighting innovative
scholarship and potential new directions, I stress that the laws, institu-
tions, and instruments of capitalism hardened concepts of value and gen-
der into the taken-for-granted forms we know today. Focusing on three
areas raised by my auction-bidding women—households and property
law, men’s work and women’s work, and sex and reproduction—I dem-
onstrate how attention to the ways that men’s and women’s work and
bodies achieved value reveals the emerging meaning of North American
capitalism. �
The nineteenth-century satirist who opens this essay insisted that foolish
female auction bidders were wasting money that actually belonged to
hapless men, a complaint about female consumerism that had been
around for at least a hundred years. In fact, the question of who con-
trolled a family’s money was complex and contentious. The evidence of

6. Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based
on Her Diary, 1785–1812 (New York, 1991), 75–76; Marla Miller, “Dialogue,”
Journal of Women’s History 14 (Autumn 2002), 148–57.
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